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An outsider who comes with ready- made solutions is worse than useless. He must first understand
fromz us what our questions are, and help us articulate the questions better, and then help us find
solutions. Outsiders also have to change.

The Bhoomi Sena (Land Army) Movement, India, quoted in Our Money Our Movement:
Building a poor people’s credit union, by Alana Albee and Nandasiri Gamage,
Intermediate Technology Publications, London 1996

Worldwide there is a growing realisation that economic development is about much more
than money.

Job creation is important, but for effective and sustainable economic development all aspects
of 2 community need to be considered. Issues such as environment, housing, health, education,
transport and support services are all significant.

As Sead has long argued, the inclusion of the community in any development process is vital.
Consultation with the community involved will lead to a more effective and holistic form of
economic development in the long term. Although outside agencies undoubtedly have a role in
providing initial support, encouragement and advice, initiatives controlled solely by outsiders
have a tendency to fail. It is the people within a community who know best what their needs
are and what the solutions might be.

%




SHIETING
THE
DALANCE

The examples of economic development in this section of Sead’s Shifiing the Balance
Handbook focus on communities taking control:

® the Poverty Alliance working with communities in Scotland to compile community
economic profiles

® the people of Queen’s Cross, Glasgow, establishing relevant structures and employment
for local residents
which is both productive and beneficial to the employees

® women in Sri Lanka running their own bank

@ people in the Dominican Republic planning a more sustainable future.

Poverty will never be solved by simply throwing money at people: the whole picture needs

@ an Edinburgh project enabling people with mental health problems to undertake work
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| to be looked at for lasting and beneficial development to take place.

Liz Ferguson
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the Poverty Alliance; the Queen’s Cross Group, Glasgow;

Three Scottish Stories
Edinburgh Community Trust

“Agents of their Own Development”
the Women’s Credit Union, Sri Lanka; APA in the
‘ Dominican Republic




